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WHAT'S NEW

Visitors to New York are in for some big surprises

BY JAY CLARKE
Special to The Miarmi Herald

If vou haven't visited
MWew York City for 2 while,
youwre in for a real surptise
when you go to Times
Square: Mo traffic. Since
May, Broadway from 42nd
to 47th Street has been
turned into a pedestrian
mall. Hundreds of red and
gray chairs and tables
along with silver benches
sit where traffic used to
rigrag,

“It's been  well
received,” said Chris Hey-
wood, vice president of
WNYC and Company, the
city's tounsm arm. Though
some New Yorkers aren't
happy with a traffic-free
Times Square — MNew
York Post’s Steve Cuozzo
called it a “squatter's
camp” — a Quinnipiac
University pollin late July
found that two-thirds of
Manhattan VOolers
approved of it

The traffic-free rone
makes it easier for tourists
to navigate throigh the
city's most famous gather-
ing place or find a place to
sit, Heywood said,

The “Crossroads of the
World” will remain a
pedestrian zone at least
until the first of the year,
when Mayor Michael
Bloomberg is to decide
whether to close it to traf-
fic permanently. He will
also rule on another new
pedestrian zone created at
Herald Square, home of
Macy's department stora
and a brand new JCPenney
store, Manhattan's first.

Another new gathering
place getting a lot of atten-
tion iz High Line Park,
opened in June, Built on a
former rail line, this ele-

vated pathway with lush
plantings has created a 1.5-
mile-long grand prome-
nade through the Meat-
packing District between
10th and 11th Avenues.

Sights -:r_f another kind
are attracting visitors to
the new 9/11 Memorial
Preview Site, opened near
the destroyved World
Trade Center last month .
Here wisitors can see a
four-minute film, view
exhibits relating to the
attack and learn about
plans for the memorial and
museurn to be built there,

And the crown of the
Statue of Liberty, which
had been closed to the
public since the 9/11 attack
in 2001 reopened July 4.
Only 30 people per hour
are allowed to climb the
354 zteps to the crown, and
reservations guickly sold
out for weeks in advance.
Tickets to the crown cost
%3 {in addition to a ferry
ticket)., B77-523-9849 or
WWW.staecTuises.com.

If you're a devotee af
Gossip Girl, On Location
Tours has a new 3%-hour
bus tour of more than 440
locations where the TV
series was filmed, 212-
209-3370, www.screen
TOUrs. COIm.

The Big Apple also is
celebrating several anni-
versaries this vear, Lincoln
Center, New York's pre-
mier performing arts come-
plex, marking its 50th anni-
versary with celebrations
through May of 2010, The
newly renovated Guggen-
heim Museum also is
marking its $0th year with
events through May. And
Harlem's Apollo Theater is
staging an 18-month series
aof special programs to

commemarate its 73th

anniversary,

HOLIDAY SEASON

Autumn is a wonderful
time to visit New York.
Summer's heat 15 gone, but
winter's chill is still weeks
awav, And it's the prelude
te the holiday season, a
jovous time for both visi-
tors and residents.

Bloomingdale's, Berg-
dorf Goodman, Barneys,
Saks Fifth Avenue, Lord &
Taylor and Macy's in Man-
hattan create stunning hol-
iday displays. Saks is first,
unveiling its window dis-
plays in late November.
The lighting of the Rocke-
feller Center Christmas
tree comes Dec. 2, a fow
davs after the tree at South
Street Seaport is lit (Now.
27,

Here are other high-

lights:
« Macy's Thanksgiv-
ing Day Parade: MNew
York's Christmas season
kicks off with the parade
Mowv. 26, and this year it is
taking a new route. Begin-
ning at 77th Street, the
bands and balloons will
move south on Central
Park West, but instead of
continuing doewn Broad-
way, they will turn east
onta Central Park South to
Seventh Avenue, head
downtown to 42nd Street,
then east to Sixth Avenue
and down again to 34th
Street, site of Macy's.
WWw macysparade.com,

s The HNutcracker:
Mew York City Ballet pre-
gents the seasonal classic,
The Nuteracker Suite, from
Nov. 27 to Jan. 3 at Lincoln
Center. Tickets $20-8215.
www.nychallet.com,

& Radio City Music



Hall: Mow in its 77ch year,
the Radio City Christmas
Spectacular runs Nov, 13-
Dec. 30. Tickets are $45-
2250, wwrwradlocltvehrla
as.com.

# Cirque de Soleil: A
bov's quest for snow is told
i1 thiz acrobatic show st
the WaMu Theater at
Madison Square Gardea
Huw. 1-Fuen 3 Tickels 330-
3220, www.cirquedusolel
com/en/shows/wineuk
ASpy

« Elg Apple Circus:
An all-rew show with
clown Bello Nock will ra
through Jan. 18 at Lincola
Center. www.bigapplec

cusorg. Tickets are §15-
LS,

« New this year: The
One of a Kind Show and
Sale MY, a holiday shop-
ping show, fatures wome-
made arts and crafts. Pre-
view night Dec, 10, show
Dee. 11-13. www.oneofa
kincshownyrcom. Tickets
are §l2.

NYC INFORMATION
NYC & Company, the

r'irj,"l.' tomrism Arm, has
opered a new state-oi-the-
art ‘nfortnation Center at
810 Seventh Ave. and has a
new web site, 212-484-
1200, wWww.CyCEo.c0a.

Going to New
York City
For more great daals in

Mew York City, check aut
thase websites:
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